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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Art – High School 

 
 
The high school art program is a continuation of the philosophy, concepts, and skills learned in the kindergarten through eighth grade art curriculum.  
These concepts and skills have been outlined and sequenced according to the levels of complexity appropriate for students at each grade level.  Students 
will understand the historical and social contexts associated with the skills in the production of art.  The students will be familiar with the disciplines of 
art criticism, art history, philosophy of art, and studio production.  The proficiencies listed at each grade level indicate when the concept is formally 
introduced.  The art curriculum promotes the use of a variety of evaluative procedures.  Emphasis is placed on the development of art critiquing skills 
and self-assessment techniques.  This course of study has been revised to reflect the integration of the NJSLS for Visual and performing Arts (See 
Appendix).  In addition, computer technology, and interdisciplinary skills are integrated. 

 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in 
the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester 
courses.  

 
 
 

Advanced Ceramics 
 
 
 

Students may take Advanced Ceramics after masterful completion of Ceramics I. This full year course is intended for students who wish to further 
develop their ceramic skills through hand building and wheel throwing. Students will review the principles learned in Ceramics 1 and build upon a 
foundation of techniques, terms and definitions, art history, and safety procedures. Individual work with advanced instruction and professional critique 
will be emphasized. Students will identify their own interests and develop a personal voice and style as an artist. Through deeper understanding of form 
and function, they will be able to design and construct advanced work suitable for exhibit and competition. 

 
This course is aligned with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Fine Art and the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for 
Technological Literacy (NJSLS for Technological Literacy).  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans 
(IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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K-12 GENERAL ART GOALS  
 
All students will:  

1. understand the principles of drawing using The Elements of Art*.  

2. understand the principles of two-dimensional design using the The Elements of Art*.  

3. understand the principles of three-dimensional design using the The Elements of Art*.  

4. based on these studies, develop skills in the production of art projects, utilizing a wide variety of media and techniques.  

5. recognize ethnic diversity through the study of art history and artifacts of diverse cultures.  

6. understand that the complex history of a civilization is reflected in the visual and verbal expressions of selected time periods.  

7. be introduced to aesthetic inquiry.  

8. utilize specific artifacts or artists from diverse time periods and cultures to present and implement art projects.  

9. integrate technology into the art curriculum.  

10. exhibit proficiency in the terminology and techniques related to areas of art study.  

11. develop skills in the safe use of art tools and equipment. 

12. explore careers in the field of art. 

 

 

 *The Elements of Art are line, shape, color, space, value, texture, and form. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

 

Students’ grades are based on the following: 
 

 

Performance:  60% 
Meets/Exceeds personal ability 
Demonstrates mastery of skills 
Ensures all criteria have been met for assignment 

 
Analysis: 20% 

Self-Assessment Written 
Assessment Oral 
Critique 

 

Work Ethic:  20% 
Concept Sketches 
Digital Portfolio Maintenance 
Stays on task during class time 

 
High School  

 

Final Grade – Full Year Course 

Full Year Course 
• Each marking period shall count as 

20% of the final grade (80% total).  

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of 
the final grade, and the final assessment will 
count as 10% of the final grade, the final 
assessment will count as 10% of the final 
grade. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: ART730 Title:  ADVANCED CERAMICS 
 
In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Core Curriculum 
Content Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 

1.  develop a personal artistic style. 
2.  extend technical skills of clay construction. 
3.  examine the possibilities and limitations of clay. 
4.  demonstrate self-discipline and time management skills. 
5.  make appropriate and discriminating choices of glazes for original ceramic art works. 
6.  extend knowledge of glaze formulation and application. 
7.  use the potter’s wheel competently. 
8.  distinguish between decorative, practical, and conceptual approaches to clay. 
9.  explore non-traditional techniques. 
10.  solve advanced problems independently. 
11.  apply design concept that form follows function. 
12.  practice safe habits in the ceramics studio. 
13.  provide and receive constructive feedback in classroom critiques. 
14.  exhibit original work. 
15.  photograph and edit work to maintain a digital portfolio. 
16.  examine career opportunities in the ceramics industry. 
17.  evaluate and discuss works of art from a variety of historical and world cultures. 
18.  use historical and cultural content of art as inspiration for work. 
19.  maintain a log of ceramics techniques, design resources, and historical research. 
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Essential Questions 

What construction method is best suited to express my artistic voice?  

What strengths do I possess for creative expression? 

How can proper structure and creativity coexist in the same piece?  

How can I make an everyday object that is personal and unique? 

How do cultural and historical pieces affect my work process? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

Many rules can be broken when creating art, but some rules must always be followed to ensure success.  

There are many ways to solve the same problem. 

Everyone’s vision is different.  

Function and form can coexist. 

Others may interpret my work differently than I do.  

The smallest detail can make a big difference. 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
1. develop a personal artistic style. 

 
1.1.12.D.1 
1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.A.2 

● research and save images of 
current as past ceramics 
artists’ work for inspiration. 
 

● create several pieces based 
on a common theme. 

 
●  explore and develop a 

unique glazing method. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
 
Teacher observation 

 

2. extend technical skills of clay 
construction. 

1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.A.1 

● construct and use various 
mold making techniques for 
decoration. 

 
● combine hand-building and 

throwing to construct a 
teapot. 

 
● use advanced tools to create 

surface texture on functional 
ware. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
3. examine the possibilities and 

limitations of clay. 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.4 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● build a functional piece that 
visually ‘defies gravity’. 
 

● create a sculpture that 
breaks the rules of clay. 

 
● incorporate non-clay 

materials into clay to create 
texture or translucency in a 
piece. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
Class participation 
 
Written Self Assessment 
 
Teacher observation 

 

 
 
 



ART730:  Advanced Ceramics Page 11 
 
ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
4. demonstrate self-discipline and 

time management skills. 
1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.A.1 

● develop a timeline in which a 
series of pieces are to be 
created. 

 
● design projects that can be 

completed according to a 
given deadline. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

5. make appropriate and 
discriminating choices of glazes 
for original ceramic works.  

1.1.12.D.1 
1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.4.12.A.2 

● create tumblers with glazes 
that are appealing for use. 

 
● create a figural sculpture 

that uses several types of 
glaze to depict various 
textures. 

 
● work in a series that shows a 

change or progression of 
glaze development. 

Log of glazes 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 
 
 
 
Teacher observation 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
6. extend knowledge of glaze 

formulation and application. 
1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.A.1 

● create and maintain glaze 
logs. 

 
● make glaze chip samples 

using various layering 
techniques. 

 
● create a series of objects 

that have a variety of glaze 
application techniques. 

Log of glaze techniques 
 
Written Self Assessment 
 
 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Teacher created rubric 

 

7. use the potter’s wheel 
competently. 

1.2.12.A.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.3 

● make a bottle form on the 
wheel. 
 

● make a closed form on the 
wheel. 

 
● make 3 or more pieces that 

are identical in size and 
shape. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 



ART730:  Advanced Ceramics Page 13 
 
ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
8. distinguish between decorative, 

practical and conceptual 
approached to clay. 

1.3.12.D.4 
1.3.12.D.1 
 

● create a pieced vessel. 
 

● create a set of nesting bowls. 
 
● create a non-functional place 

setting. 

Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

9. explore non-traditional 
techniques. 
 
 

1.3.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.4 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● research and log non-
traditional techniques in 
ceramics. 
 

● create a functional piece 
using non-traditional 
building techniques. 
 

Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

10. solve advanced problems 
independently. 

1.1.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.A.1 

● evaluate an unsuccessful 
piece and recreate it 
successfully. 
 

● create a sculptural piece that 
requires selective drying. 

 
● research reasons for glaze 

faults and resolve them. 
 

Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
Written Self Assessment 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
11. apply the design concept of form 

following function. 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.4 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.4.12.B.1 

● create a non-functional tea 
set. 
 

● create a vessel based on 
pelisse ware. 

 
● create a pitcher for a specific 

use that mimics its contents. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 
 

 

12. practice safe habits in the 
ceramics studio. 

1.2.12.A.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.3 

● clean work area with wet 
wiping. 
 

● use a mask when sanding 
work. 

 
● unload a kiln properly. 
 

Class participation 
 
 
Teacher observation 
 

This occurs throughout the entire 
course. 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
13. provide and receive constructive 

feedback in classroom critiques. 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● participate in an oral 
critique. 

 
● write a review of another 

student’s work. 
 
● write a reaction to an oral 

critique of their work. 

Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

14. exhibit original work. 1.3.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● choose work to be displayed 
in district. 

 
● set up a one artist display of 

work. 
 
 
● enter local contests and 

exhibits.  

Class participation 
 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Teacher observation 

 

15. photograph and edit work to 
maintain a digital portfolio. 

1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● photograph work using a 
sweep. 

 
● edit photographs using 

iPhoto or Lightroom. 

Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

16. examine career opportunities in 
the ceramics industry. 

1.2.12.A.2 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.3 
1.3.12.D.4 
 

● research and write a paper 
on a given career. 

 
● make a visual and oral 

presentation on a chosen 
career in ceramics. 

Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Class Critique 
 
Written Self Assessment 
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ADVANCED CERAMICS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
17. evaluate and discuss works of 

art from a variety of historical 
and world cultures. 

1.3.12.D.2 
1.3.12.D.4 
1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● compare student work to 
historical pieces during a 
critique. 

 
● research, compare and 

contrast two cultures’ 
ceramic work in an oral 
presentation. 

Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
 
Written Self Assessment 

 

18. Use historical and cultural 
content as inspiration for work. 

1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 

● choose ceramic work from a 
culture to research and use 
as inspiration for a sculpture. 

 
● choose a culture’s motif to 

use as inspiration for a 
personal motif in a series. 

 
● examine ancient cultures’ 

texture making techniques 
and duplicate them. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Log of construction plans 
 
Class participation 
 
Written Self Assessment 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Teacher-created rubric 

 

19. Maintain a log of ceramics 
techniques, design resources 
and historical research. 

1.3.12.D.1 
1.3.12.D.2 
1.4.12.B.1 
1.3.12.D.4 
 

● create a book of ideas and 
inspiration. 

 
● create a pin board of ideas. 
 
● maintain a blog of art 

research and concepts. 

Log of concept sketches 
 
Class participation 
 
Project Rubric 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
 
Resources 
 

I. The Ceramics Bible: The Complete Guide to Materials and Techniques 
II. Glaze: The Ultimate Ceramic Artist's Guide to Glaze and Color 
III. Simon Leach's Pottery Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to Throwing Beautiful, Functional Pots 
IV. Graphic Clay: Ceramic Surfaces & Printed Image Transfer Techniques 
V. The Ceramic Design Book: A Gallery of Contemporary Work  
 

 
WEBSITES 
 

http://ceramicartsdaily.org/ 

http://www.ceramicsnow.org/ 

www.ceramics.org 

http://lakesidepottery.com/Pages/Tips.html 

http://www.simonleachpottery.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Ceramics-Bible-Complete-Materials-Techniques/dp/1452101620/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438711862&sr=1-1&keywords=ceramics+book
http://www.amazon.com/Glaze-Ultimate-Ceramic-Artists-Guide/dp/0764166425/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438711862&sr=1-4&keywords=ceramics+book
http://www.amazon.com/Simon-Leachs-Pottery-Handbook-Comprehensive/dp/1617690228/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438711862&sr=1-6&keywords=ceramics+book
http://www.amazon.com/Simon-Leachs-Pottery-Handbook-Comprehensive/dp/1617690228/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438711862&sr=1-6&keywords=ceramics+book
http://www.amazon.com/Graphic-Clay-Surfaces-Transfer-Techniques/dp/1454707755/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439180041&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=IV.%09Graphic+Clay%3A+Ceramic+Surfaces+%26+Printed+Image+Transfer+Techniques
http://www.amazon.com/Graphic-Clay-Surfaces-Transfer-Techniques/dp/1454707755/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439180041&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=IV.%09Graphic+Clay%3A+Ceramic+Surfaces+%26+Printed+Image+Transfer+Techniques
http://www.amazon.com/Ceramic-Design-Book-Contemporary-Ceramics/dp/1579900585/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438711862&sr=1-8&keywords=ceramics+book
http://ceramicartsdaily.org/
http://www.ceramicsnow.org/
http://www.ceramics.org/
http://www.simonleachpottery.com/
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Slab Construction Rubric 
 

Objectives Low Performance Developing 
Performance 

Good 
Performance 

Exemplary Performance  
Feedback 

Symmetry  
No attention was paid to 

symmetry.  The piece 
appears sloppy. 

 
The artist makes an 

attempt at symmetry yet 
major problems exist. 

 

 
The piece is symmetrical, yet 

minor flaws exist.   

 
The piece is perfectly 

symmetrical, smooth, with 
all edges finished. 

 
 

Glaze  
Glaze is very spotty and 

uneven.  

 
The ceramic is glazed but 

poor workmanship is 
evident. 

 
The ceramic is glazed 

evenly. Bottom has not been 
properly cleaned.   

 
The ceramic is glazed 

evenly. Bottom is clean. No 
overlapping or gaps of 

glaze exist.  
 

 
 
 

Creativity 
 

 
Student displays no 

original thinking in form or 
expression. 

 
Student displays some 

attempt at original thinking 
in form or expression. 

 
Student displays significant 
original thinking in form or 

expression. 

 
Student displays unique 
and original thinking in 
form or expression. An 
element of surprise is 

apparent. 
 

 
 

General 
Craftsmanship 

Student made a sloppy 
attempt to create a slab 

box. 

The piece is not extremely 
well-formed.  The rules for 

creating a slab project 
were barely followed.   

The piece is well designed 
according to the rules for 

creating the box.  The piece 
has minor problems 

involving smoothness and 
shape. 

 

The piece was very neatly 
formed and craftsmanship 

is excellent.   
There are no imperfections 

in the construction. 
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APPENDIX B  ASSESSMENT 
      Coil Mug Reflection 
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Write a two paragraph, vivid description about the experience of using your wheel thrown mug. In your description mention the following: 
 
Appearance – color, shape, size, texture 
Feel – weight, thickness, surface, what it feels like in your hand 
Function – handle, lip, foot, balance, what it’s like to drink from 
 

Coil Mug Rubric  

 
Objectives Low  Developing 

 
Good 

 
Exemplary  Feedback 

Symmetry  
No attention was paid to 

symmetry.  The cup and/or 
handle appears sloppy. 

 
The cup and handle makes an 
attempt at symmetry yet major 

problems exist. 
 

 
The cup and handle are 

symmetrical, yet minor flaws 
exist.   

 
The cup and handle are perfectly 

symmetrical, smooth, with all edges 
finished. 

 

Glaze  
Glaze is very spotty and 

uneven. 

 
The mug is glazed but poor 

workmanship is evident. 

 
The mug is glazed evenly, but 

very simply. 

 
The mug is glazed evenly and layered or 

detailed. 
 

 
 

Creativity 
 

 
Student displays no original 

thinking in form or expression. 

 
Student displays some attempt at 

original thinking in form or 
expression. 

 
Student displays significant 
original thinking in form or 

expression. 

 
Student displays unique and original 

thinking in form or expression. An element 
of surprise is apparent. 

 

 

General 
Craftsmanship 

Student made a sloppy 
attempt to create a cup and/or 

handle. 

The cup and/or handle is not 
extremely well-formed.  The rules for 

creating a handle were barely 
followed.   

The mug is well designed. The 
mug has minor problems 
involving smoothness and 

shape. 
 

The mug and handle were very neatly 
formed and craftsmanship is 

excellent.  There are no imperfections in 
the construction. 
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APPENDIX C NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 
 

 
1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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